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   “Where’s that wretched boy?  All I can see is this wretched woman !” 
            Source:  25 Years On ITV 

Peter Pan 



 

Halliwell’s Television Companion review: 

 

“A stagey version, lacking in inspiration 

throughout.  Songs by Leslie Bricusse and 

Tony Newley” 

 

 

Speelfilm Encyclopedie review: 

 

“TV musical from the well-known fairy story 

by James M Barrie.  Julie Andrews sings the 

first song as the film starts.  Farrow is Peter 

and Kaye is Captain Hook.  Despite a good 

production, which is fine and entertaining, 

most people will prefer the Disney film.  A TV 

adaptation of the fairy story had already been 

made in 1955 for American TV, with Mary 

Martin winning many awards in the title role 

and Cyril Ritchard as Hook.  Michael Kidd 

was the director at the time.  Average ”  

 

 

25 Years on ITV caption: 

 

“A lavish production of J.M. Barrie’s "PETER 

PAN" starred the elfin Mia Farrow as Peter 

and Danny Kaye as a lively Captain Hook. 

(ATV)” 

 

 

[no listing "History of Television", or 
"Television's Greatest Hits"] 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

No further information currently available.  But SHRIEK!  Songs by Anthony Newley!  Is there 
any conceivable vandalism we can still do to this story?  It’s been parboiled into a musical 
pantomime, replete with thigh-slapping “principal boys”, it’s been Disneyfied (Peter Pan as 
boy-next-door, with a bevy of female admirers chasing after him), it’s had the Anthony Newley 
kiss of death (see “QUILP”, “THE GARBAGE PAIL KIDS MOVIE” and a sizable list of other 
turkeys), and been mauled over by Spielberg, making the English “boy who wouldn’t grow up” 
into an American middle-aged man who has grown up (more or less) but forgotten his past… 
That distant scratching we can hear is J.M.B. busily penning tart curses from heaven.  
 
The only note of interest in this production – Mia Farrow having soured her reputation by a 
very public bitching contest with ex-husband Woody Allen – is that one of the adapters was 
Andrew Birkin, whose superb trilogy “The Lost Boys”, on the private life of Barrie and 
genesis of “Peter Pan”, was televised the following year. If he was only the writer here, he’s 
not to be held accountable for poor production decisions, although Birkin has lent his name to 
a turkey or two of his own (“KING DAVID” for one).  Danny Kaye, for his part, would be 
expected to lend sparkle to the production, but it’s doubtful he could summon the necessary 
touch of menace which made the first Captain Hook such a hit on the London stage.  Hook is 
meant to frighten the children – he’s the embodiment of the father-ogre.  But alas, unless 
fairies and red injuns should mysteriously come back into fashion, or indeed boyhood, it 
seems highly unlikely now that a genuinely faithful film of the story will ever be made.  For the 
time being we must content with Petra Pan – the boy who was never a boy in the first place. 
 
 
See subject index under FANTASY, FLIGHT, MUSICALS, SEAFARING / PIRACY and 
WOMEN AS BOYS / BOYS AS GIRLS. 
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